
Reception Term Autumn 2017 
Learning 
Adventure 

Autumn 1 
Once Upon  a Time 

Autumn 2 
Christmas Follow the Star 

Duration 2 weeks 2 weeks + 3 days 

First hand 
learning 

Treasure Bags Star Hunt 

Reading Listening to stories 
Fairy Tales 

The Jolly Postman 

Writing Writing my name 
Initial sounds 
Retelling fairy tales 

Christmas cards 
Initial sounds 

Spelling/ 
Phonics 

Song of Sounds Autumn Term Programme Song of Sounds Autumn Term Programme 

Maths Counting 
Securing number facts 
Understanding shape 
Measuring 

Counting 
Securing number facts 
 

Communication 
& Language 

Talk Circles: 
Feelings, characters from fairy tales, home 
life 

Talk Circles: 
I am an expert, sharing, Christmas 

Understanding 
the World 

Signs of seasonal change 
Light and dark 
Animals 
Keeping safe 
Senses 
Materials for a purpose 
Fireworks and bonfire night 

Signs of seasonal change 
Light and dark 
Animals 
Keeping safe 
Christmas 

Expressive Art 
and Design 

Exploring medias 
Painting, pastels and chalk, drawing 
Clay bowls, baskets, puppets 

Painting 
Christmas cards 
Nativity collages 

Music Keeping the beat 
Learning about rhythm 

Exploring sounds 
 

RE Why are stories special? Why do we have celebrations? 
(What is Christmas?) 

PSHE 
Values 

Getting to know each other  
Looking after each other  
Taking Turns 
Happy playtimes  
Making choices  

Asking for help 
Trying again 
Finding New Ways 
Don’t Give Up Pup 

PE Getting changed 
What is PE? 
Using equipment 
Basic skills and circuits 

Team games 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Reception Term Spring 2018 
Learning 
Adventure 

Spring 1 
On the Go 
 

Spring 2 
Spring Watch 

Duration 8 weeks 3 weeks 

First hand 
learning 

Wheels Day 
Visits from vehicles 

Spring Walk  
Daffodil Breakfast 

Reading Non-fiction vehicles Poetry 

Writing Fact sheets about vehicles Spring poems 

Spelling/ 
Phonics 

Song of Sounds Spring Term Programme Song of Sounds Spring Term Programme 

Maths Counting 
Securing number facts  
Understanding shape 
Measuring 

Understanding shape and repeating patterns 
 

Communication 
& Language 

Talk circles: Vehicles, flashing fire engines, 
emergency, keeping safe, crossing roads, 
road signs 

 

Understanding 
the World 

Wheels day 
Labelling a bike 
Tractors 
Ramp investigations 
Road safety  
Fire engines 
Design a boat 
Trains around the world 

Signs of Spring 
Materials – egg carriers 

Expressive Art 
and Design 

Sketching bikes 
Design a safe helmet 
Wheel paintings 
Construct a vehicle  
Painting emergency vehicles 
Role play going on a journey 
Chinese New Year lanterns 

Junk modelling 
Materials – egg carriers 

Music   

RE What makes us special? 
(What is Chinese New Year?) 

What makes something special? 
(How Easter is celebrated) 

PSHE 
Values 

Our likes and dislikes 
Feeling proud 
Recognising worries 
What makes a good friend? 
Falling out with a friend 
Naming good and bad feelings 

Investigate case studies 
Vote with supporting reasons 
Investigate background culture 
Monitoring loan and its’ value 
Why do we have money and they can’t afford it? 
Would you reinvest in the project? 

PE Dance 
Gymnastics 

Hockey 
Football 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Reception Term Summer 2018 
Learning 
Adventure 

Summer 1 
Who Lives Here? 

Summer 2 
The Great Outdoors 

Duration 6 weeks 7 weeks 

First hand 
learning 

Bodiam Castle ZooLab 
The Ugly Bug Ball 

Reading Fiction 
Three Little Pigs 
Sleeping Beauty 
Non-Fiction - castles 

Non-Fiction 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar 
Superworm, 
Aaaargh Spider 
The Bad Tempered Ladybird 
The Very Busy Spider 

Writing Story writing Bug poster/leaflet 

Spelling/ 
Phonics 

Song of Sounds Summer Term Programme Song of Sounds Summer Term Programme 

Maths Counting and calculating 
Securing number facts 
Understanding shape 
Data and measures 
Number relationships 

Counting and partitioning 
Securing number facts 
Understanding shape 
Data and measures 
 

Communication 
& Language 

Talk circles: My house, dream home, 
different types of buildings, good and bad 
characters, class rules, being healthy, 
keeping safe at home, retelling stories, 
saying sorry, Sports Day 

Talk circles: Insects and how we look after them, 
sharing stories, Why are we scared?, insect homes, 
class rules, being a kind friend, looking after our 
school and grounds 

Understanding 
the World 

What is a castle? Inside a castle 
Comparing houses to castles 
Materials 
UK maps 
Buildings in Rusper 
Creating a roof for a house 
Buildings around the world 

Worm watching 
Spider hunt 
Life cycles 
Parts of a flower/plant 
ICT ladybirds 
Where do insects live? 
Create bug hotels 

Expressive Art 
and Design 

My house painting 
Collaborative collages 
Sketching buildings 
Design a flag 

Moving worm picture 
Sparkly spider webs 
Finger print caterpillars 
Leaf rubbings 
Pastel butterfly 
Mini-beast tile painting and mosaic 

Music   

RE What makes a place special? Why should we care for the world around us? 

PSHE 
Values 

Listening effectively 
Rights: Needs and Wants 
Rights: My Rights in class 
Knowing right and wrong 
Needs of living things 
We all belong 

Keeping clean 
Importance of hand washing 
Importance of cleaning teeth 
Importance of keeping our bodies clean, washing hair and 
wearing clean clothes 
Naming general body parts 
Roles of people who keep us safe: Police, Doctor, Traffic 
Warden etc 

PE Tennis 
Skipping 
Prepare for Sports Day 

Football Rounders 
Team games 

 

 



 

Reception Term Autumn 2018 
Learning 
Adventure 

Autumn 1 
Tell Me a Story 

Autumn 2 
Christmas 

Duration 9 weeks 2 weeks 

First hand 
learning 

Storyteller Nativity performance 

Reading Julia Donaldson Poetry 

Writing Writing my name 
Initial sounds 
Retelling stories 

Christmas cards 
Initial sounds 

Spelling/ 
Phonics 

Song of Sounds Autumn Term Programme Song of Sounds Autumn Term Programme 

Maths Counting 
Securing number facts 
Understanding shape 
Measuring 

Counting 
Securing number facts 
 

Communication 
& Language 

Talk Circles: 
My feelings, characters’ feelings, retelling 
The Gruffalo, class rules, saying sorry, 
collaboration, taking turns, sharing,  

Talk Circles: 
I am an expert, sharing, Christmas 

Understanding 
the World 

Washing our hands 
Changing seasons 
Light and dark/being afraid 
Materials 
Bonfire night – fireworks safety and sound 

Signs of seasonal change 
Keeping safe 
Christmas 

Expressive Art 
and Design 

Painting the Gruffalo 
Gruffalo cookies 
A house for a mouse 
Material collage 
Finger puppets 

Christmas card 
Christmas decoration 

Music   

RE Why are stories special? Why do we have celebrations? 
(What is Christmas?) 

PSHE 
Values 

Getting to know each other  
Looking after each other  
Happy playtimes  
Making choices  
Asking for help 
Trying again 
Finding New Ways 
Don’t Give Up Pup 

Our likes and dislikes 
Feeling proud 
Being Special 

 

PE Getting changed 
What is PE? 
Using equipment 
Basic skills and circuits 

Team games 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reception Term Spring 2019 
Learning 
Adventure 

Spring 1 
Fire and Ice 

Spring 2 
Easter 

Duration 9 weeks 3 weeks 

First hand 
learning 

Ice experiment 
Fire Service visit 

Afternoon Tea 
Egg Puzzle Hunt 

Reading Non-fiction 
Fiction 
The Emperor’s Egg 
Lost and Found 
Solo 

Fiction 
Non-fiction - Letters 

Writing Stories Letters 

Spelling/ 
Phonics 

Song of Sounds Spring Term Programme Song of Sounds Spring Term Programme 

Maths Counting 
Securing number facts  
Understanding shape 
Measuring 

Understanding shape and repeating patterns 
 

Communication 
& Language 

Talk circles: Our Christmas, cold places, 
class rules, taking turns, special things, 
feelings and faces, sharing, cold animals, 
hot places, working together, friendship  

Talk circles: Signs of Spring, spring animals, being 
kind, What is Easter? 

Understanding 
the World 

Ice balloons 
Melting/freezing 
Weather in cold and hot places 
Go on an expedition 
Build a shelter 
Animals 
Chinese New Year 
Heat 

Spring 
Animals 
Life Cycles 
How Easter is celebrated 

Expressive Art 
and Design 

Colour mixing 
Hot paint wash 
Cold paint wash 
Snow collages 
Snow flakes 
Chinese New Year lanterns 

Spring animal collages 
Easter card 

Music   

RE What makes us special? 
(What is Chinese New Year?) 

What makes something special? 
(How Easter is celebrated) 

PSHE 
Values 

Investigate case studies 
Vote with supporting reasons 
Investigate background culture 
Monitoring loan and its’ value 
Why do we have money and they can’t afford it? 
Would you reinvest in the project? 
Foods around the world 
Advertising 

What makes a good friend? 
Falling out with a friend 
Naming good and bad feelings 
 

PE Dance 
Gymnastics 

Hockey 
Football 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reception Term Summer 2019 
Learning 
Adventure 

Summer 1 
How does your garden grow? 
 

Summer 2 
Commotion in the Ocean 

Duration 6 weeks 6 weeks 

First hand 
learning 

Growing Plants  
 

Beach visit 

Reading Non-fiction 
Fiction 
Jack and the Beanstalk 
The Tiny Seed 

Non-fiction 
Fiction 
Commotion in the Ocean 
Rainbow Fish 

Writing Seed diary 
Fact book 
Story writing 

Sea creature poster 

Spelling/ 
Phonics 

Song of Sounds Summer Term Programme Song of Sounds Summer Term Programme 

Maths Counting and calculating 
Securing number facts 
Understanding shape 
Data and measures 
Number relationships 

Counting and partitioning 
Securing number facts 
Understanding shape 
Data and measures 
 

Communication 
& Language 

Talk circles: Sharing holiday news, what is 
sharing? Healthy food, washing hands, I am 
an expert at…, revisit class rules. Sports 
Day 

Talk circles: Sharing a Shell, being safe on a trip, 
discussing boats and sea creatures, rubbish and the 
environment, what is recycling? Water safety, 
resolving conflicts 

Understanding 
the World 

Plant a seed to take home 
Wildlife Area 
Welly hunt 
Parts of a plant 
Plant investigation and life cycles 
Leaves 
Growing vegetables and tasting 

Create a rock pool 
Bubbles investigation 
Floating and sinking 
Creating a treasure map 
ICT pirate and mermaid pictures 

Expressive Art 
and Design 

Wildlife sketching 
Felt flowers 
Famous flower paintings 
Collages 
Vegetable printing  

Collaborative beach picture 
Fish collage of mosaic shapes 
Making boats 
Pirate accessories 
Sea  creature water colours/rainbow fish scales 

Music   

RE What makes a place special? Why should we care for the world around us? 

PSHE 
Values 

Listening effectively 
Rights: Needs and Wants 
Rights: My Rights in class  
 Rights: My Rights in school 
Knowing right and wrong 

Naming general body parts 
Importance of keeping our bodies clean, washing hair and 
wearing clean clothes 
Importance of hand washing 
Importance of cleaning teeth 
Keeping Safe on Outdoor Play Equipment 
Adults who help keep us safe while taking risks at break 
time – Lunch Supervisors 

PE Tennis 
Skipping 
Prepare for Sports Day 

Football Rounders 
Team games 

 

 


